Grade 2 | Don’t Be S-S-Scared: The Truth About Snakes
Resources
Playlist (Snake Songs)

	Song Title
	Running Time
	Artist & Album

	“Snake”
	3:31
	The Ohmies, Ohmland Live! Original Cast Recording

	“Sneaky Snake”
	2:00
	Tom T. Hall, Country Songs for Children

	“Snake Rag” (live)
	2:59
	Louis Armstrong, 20 Best of Louis Armstrong

	“Here Comes the Snake”
	3:18
	Cherry Poppin' Daddies, Zoot Suit Riot

	“The Snake Song”
	3:11
	Billy Gilman, One Voice

	“Boa Constrictor”
	0:50
	Peter, Paul and Mary, Peter, Paul and Mommy

	“Boa Constrictor”
	2:36
	Jenks, Animals from A to Z


Fiction Chapter Books for Reading Aloud

	Title
	Author
	Reading Level*
	Case Study

	Snake and Lizard 
	Joy Crowley
	Lexile: AD490L
	1

	Magic Tree House #45: A Crazy Day with Cobras 
	Mary Pope Osborne
	Lexile: 570L
	2

	Akimbo and the Snakes 
	Alexander McCall Smith
	
	2


* Fountas and Pinnell guided reading levels are provided when available (Levels A–Z). Alternatively, Lexile levels are provided. 

Nonfiction Books for Independent and Guided Reading and Research
	Title
	Author
	Reading Level
	Learning 

Experience

	Case Study 1

	Fun Facts about Snakes! (I Like Reptiles and Amphibians!)
	Carmen Bredeson
	
	1 - 2

	Slinky, Scaly Snakes (DK Readers: Level 2) 
	Jennifer Dussling
	 I


	1 - 2

	Amazing Snakes! (I Can Read Book 2)
	Sarah L. Thomson
	Lexile: 910L
	1 - 2

	Snakes! (National Geographic Readers)
	Melissa Stewart
	Lexile: 550L
	1 - 2

	Snakes  
	Seymour Simon
	Lexile: 1000L
	1 - 2

	What’s Inside a Rattlesnake’s Rattle?
	Heather L. Montgomery
	Lexile: 620L
	1 - 2

	Snakes Are Hunters 
(Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science 2)
	Patricia Lauber
	M


	1 - 2

	S-S-snakes! (Step-Into-Reading, Step 3)
	Lucille Recht Penner
	L


	1 - 2

	Why Do Snakes Hiss? And Other Questions About Snakes, Lizards, and Turtles 
	Joan Holub
	Lexile: 730L
	1 - 2

	Time For Kids: Snakes! 
	Lisa Jo Rudy
	
	1 - 2

	Snakes 
	Gail Gibbons
	Lexile: IG820L
	1 - 2

	Snakes Slither and Hiss (DK Readers: Pre Level 1)
	Fiona Lock
	
	1 - 2

	Snakes (All Aboard Reading)
	Jeff Corwin
	
	1 - 2

	Snakes
	Rachel Firth and Jonathan Sheikh-Miller
	
	1 - 2

	I Wonder Why Snakes Shed Their Skin: 
And Other Questions About Reptiles
	Amanda O’Neill
	O


	1 - 2

	Can Snakes Crawl Backwards? Questions and Answers About Reptiles (Scholastic Questions & Answers)
	Melvin Berger
	Q


	1 - 2

	The Life Cycle of a Snake
	John Crossingham and Bobbie Kalman
	Lexile:

NC960L
	1 - 2

	Take a Look at Snakes
	Betsy Maestro
	
	1 - 2

	Snakes
	Eric D. Stoops and 
Annette T. Wright
	
	1 - 2

	The Snake Scientist
	Sy Montgomery
	Q
	1 - 2

	Snakes: Silent Hunters
	Claudia Schnieper
	
	1 - 2

	Snakes: Biggest! Littlest!
	Sandra Markle
	Lexile: 770L
	1 - 2

	Snakes (Eyes on Nature)
	Jane P. Resnick
	
	1 - 2

	Corn Snakes
	Van Wallach
	N
	3 - 4


	Title
	Author
	Reading Level
	Learning 

Experience

	Case Study 2

	Reptiles (Scholastic True or False)
	Melvin Berger
	
	1 - 5

	Anacondas (Snakes)
	Joanne Mattern
	N
	1- 5

	Anacondas (World’s Largest Snakes) 
	Valerie J. Weber
	
	1- 5

	Anacondas (Amazing Animals)
	James De Medeiros
	
	1- 5

	Green Anaconda: The World’s Heaviest Snake
	Molly Smith
	Lexile: 680L
	1- 5

	Boas (Scary Snakes)
	Julie Fiedler
	
	1 - 5

	Boa Constrictors: And Other Boas(Snakes)
	James Martin
	Lexile: 810L
	1 - 5

	Boa Constrictors
	Joanne Mattern
	N
	1 - 5

	Boas Constrictors Up Close 
	Carmen Bredeson
	
	1- 5

	Cobras
	Van Wallach
	N
	1- 5

	Cobras (Scary Snakes)
	Julie Fiedler
	
	1- 5

	Cobras (Amazing Snakes Discovery Library)
	Ted O’Hare
	
	1- 5

	Cobras
	Mary Ann McDonald
	
	1- 5

	Copperheads (The Really Wild Life of Snakes)
	Heather Feldman
	
	1- 5

	Copperheads
	Joanne Mattern
	N
	1- 5

	Coral Snakes
	Colleen Sexton
	
	1- 5

	Coral Snakes (Animals and the Environment)
	Linda George
	Lexile: 720L 
	1- 5

	Coral Snakes (Amazing Snakes Discovery Library)
	Ted O’Hare
	
	1- 5

	Coral Snakes
	Adam G. Klein
	
	1- 5

	Cottonmouths (The Really Wild Life of Snakes)
	Heather Feldman
	
	1- 5

	Garter Snakes
	Mary Ann McDonald
	Lexile: 790L
	1- 5

	Garter Snakes 
	Van Wallach
	N
	1- 5

	Garter Snakes
	Matt Doeden
	
	1- 5

	Garter Snakes (The Really Wild Life of Snakes)
	Doug Wechsler
	
	1- 5

	Garter Snakes (Wild About Snakes)
	Heather Montgomery
	
	1- 5

	Mambas (Scary Snakes)
	Julie Fiedler
	
	1- 5

	Mambas (Amazing Snakes Discovery Library)
	Ted O’Hare
	
	1- 5

	Black Mambas
	Adam G. Klein
	
	1- 5

	Black Mambas
	Van Wallach
	
	1- 5

	Milk Snakes (The Really Wild Life of Snakes)
	Heather Feldman
	
	1- 5

	Pythons (Scary Snakes)
	Julie Fiedler
	
	1- 5

	Pythons (The Really Wild Life of Snakes)
	Doug Wechsler
	
	1- 5

	Pythons (Amazing Snakes Discovery Library)
	Ted O’Hare
	
	1- 5

	Pythons (Bridgestone Books World of Reptiles)
	Matt Doeden
	
	1- 5

	Title
	Author
	Reading Level
	Learning 

Experience

	Rattlesnakes (Amazing Snakes Discovery Library)
	Ted O’Hare
	
	1- 5

	Rattlesnakes (The Really Wild Life of Snakes)
	Doug Wechsler
	
	1- 5

	Rattlesnakes
	Joanne Mattern
	N
	1- 5

	Rattlesnakes (Bridgestone Books World of Reptiles)
	Matt Doeden
	O
	1- 5

	All About Rattlesnakes
	Jim Arnosky
	Q
	1- 5

	Buzzing Rattlesnakes
	Ruth Berman
	I
	1- 5

	Vipers (Scary Snakes)
	Julie Fiedler
	
	1- 5

	Pit Vipers (The Really Wild Life of Snakes)
	Doug Wechsler
	
	1- 5

	Swing, Slither, or Swim: 
A Book About Animal Movements 
	Patricia M. Stockland
	J
	2

	Pointy, Long, or Round: 
A Book About Animal Shapes
	Patricia M. Stockland
	J
	2

	Strange Dances and Long Flights: 
A Book About Animal Behaviors
	Patricia M. Stockland
	J
	2

	Red Eyes or Blue Feathers: 
A Book About Animal Colors
	Patricia M. Stockland
	J
	2

	Stripes, Spots, or Diamonds:
 A Book About Animal Patterns
	Patricia M. Stockland
	J
	2


Mentor Texts (Picture Book Read-Alouds)
	Title
	Author
	Genre
	Learning 

Experience

	Case Study 2

	Whose Tracks Are These? A Clue Book of Familiar Forest Animals
	James Nail
	Nonfiction
	3, 4

	It’s a Frog’s Life! My Story of Life in a Pond
	Steve Parker
	Nonfiction
	4

	Atlantic
	G. Brian Karas
	Fiction
	4

	Bigmama’s 
	Donald Crews
	Fiction
	4

	Actual Size
	Steve Jenkins
	Nonfiction
	4

	Mr. George Baker
	Amy Hest
	Fiction
	4

	Earthquake
	Milly Lee
	Fiction
	4

	Owl Moon
	Jane Yolen
	Fiction
	4


Teacher Resources 

	Title
	Author
	Genre
	Learning Experience

	 Case Study 1

	Corn Snakes: Facts and Advice on Care and Breeding (Reptile Keeper’s Guides)
	Richard Bartlett and Patricia Bartlett
	Nonfiction
	3

	Corn Snakes: The Comprehensive Owner’s Guide (The Herpetocultural Library)
	Kathy Love and Bill Love
	Nonfiction
	3


Picture Read-Aloud Books

	Title
	Author
	Genre

	The Boy Who Swallowed Snakes
	Laurence Yep
	folktale

	How Snake Got His Hiss
	Marguerite W. Davol
	folktale

	Baby Rattlesnake
	Told by Te Ata,
Adapted by Lynn Moroney
	folktale

	The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate the Wash
	Trinka Hakes Noble
	fiction

	Rattlesnake Dance
	Jim Arnosky
	fiction, rhyming

	Never Fear, Snake My Dear!
	Rolf Siegenthaler
	fiction

	The Twelve Months: A Greek Folktale
	Retold by Aliki
	folktale

	Verdi
	Janell Cannon
	fiction

	North American Myths & Legends (World Book Myths & Legends)
	Philip Ardagh
	folktale

	Blue and Green Wonders and Other Latvian Tales
	Edward Huggins
	folktale

	Spirits Dark and Light: Supernatural Tales
 from the Five Civilized Tribes
	Tim Tingle
	folktale

	How the Rattlesnake Got Its Rattle
	Retold by Jeffrey Stoodt
	folktale

	The Last Snake in Ireland: A Story about St. Patrick
	Sheila MacGill-Callahan
	folktale

	Kali and the Rat Snake
	Zai Whitaker
	fiction

	Lady White Snake: A Tale from Chinese Opera
	Aaron Shepard
	folktale

	The Singing Snake 
	Stefan Czernecki
	folktale

	Snake Charmer
	Ann Whitehead Nagda
	nonfiction

	How & Why Stories: World Tales Kids Can Read & Tell
	Martha Hamilton and Mitch Weiss
	folktale

	The Great Snake Escape (I Can Read Book 2)
	Molly Coxe
	fiction

	The Last Laugh
	Jose Aruego and 
Ariane Dewey
	fiction


Videos and Recordings 

	Title and Artist or Producer 
	Learning Experience

	Case Study 1

	ARKive: Images of Life on Earth (viviparous snake giving birth to live young)

http://arkive.org/smooth-snake/coronella-austriaca/video-09.html
	3

	Pastel Ball Python Laying Eggs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWsrACgHNOE&feature=related
	3

	Monkey See: How to Care for a Pet Corn Snake (Setting Up the Cage; Corn Snake Handling; Corn Snake Feeding; Corn Snakes: Temperature, Humidity & Lighting)
http://www.monkeysee.com/play/9433-how-to-care-for-a-pet-corn-snake
	3

	Videojug: How to Care for Baby Corn Snakes

http://www.videojug.com/film/how-to-care-for-baby-corn-snakes
	3

	You Tube: Expert Village.com: Corn Snake Skin Shedding

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5NssD2f7ko
	3

	You Tube: Awesome and educational footage of corn snake shedding skin (turn off volume)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-NXtVr9Y8I
	3


Websites 
	URL
	Learning Experience

	Case Study 1

	Field Notes by Bryan D. Hughes

http://fieldherper.com/
	1

	UMass Amherst: Natural Resources & Environmental Conservation: Snakes of Massachusetts: Snake Mythology 

http://www.umass.edu/nrec/snake_pit/pages/myth.html
	1

	American Museum of Natural History: How to Keep a Field Journal

http://www.amnh.org/nationalcenter/youngnaturalistawards/resources/fieldjournal.html
	2

	American Museum of Natural History: Keeping a Field Journal

http://www.amnh.org/ology/features/stufftodo_genetics/fieldjournal.php?TB_iframe=true&height=500&width=60
	2

	First Hand Learning: My Field Journal: A Journal for Recording Observations About the Natural World

http://www.firsthandlearning.org/journal_lesson.pdf
	2

	Klamath Wingwatchers, Inc: Activity: Creating a Field Journal

http://www.klamathbirdingtrails.com/pdf/BSCreatingaFieldJournal.pdf
	2

	Smithsonian National Zoological Park: Corn Snake Fact Sheet

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/ReptilesAmphibians/Facts/FactSheets/Cornsnake.cfm
	3

	Case Study 2

	Adaptations of the Polar Bear

http://adaptations.tripod.com/polarbear.html
	2

	Sea World: Polar Bears

http://www.seaworld.org/animal-info/info-books/polar-bear/adaptations.htm
	2

	Scholastic Teachers: Dirtmeister’s Science Reporters—Animal Adaptations

http://teacher.scholastic.com/dirtrep/animal/invest.htm
	2

	ThinkQuest: Projects by Students for Students: Animal Adaptation 

http://library.thinkquest.org/J001644F/
	2

	DragoArt.com: How to Draw a Realistic Snake

http://www.dragoart.com/tuts/6535/1/1/how-to-draw-a-realistic-snake.htm
	3

	WonderHowTo: The Snake Artist—How to draw snake scales

http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-draw-snake-scales-313783/
	3

	Smithsonian National Zoological Park: Why Ireland Has No Snakes
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/ReptilesAmphibians/NewsEvents/irelandsnakes.cfm
	

	UMass Amherst: Snakes of Massachusetts

http://www.masnakes.org/index.html
	

	New England Herpetology Society

http://www.neherp.com/
	


 Materials

	Type of Material
	Learning Experience

	Case Study 1

	chart paper, markers
	1 - 4

	drawing paper and supplies
	1 - 4

	green and blue colored pencils and/or markers; colored pencils
	1 - 4

	highlighters
	1 - 4

	photographs of snakes
	2

	index cards
	2, 3

	rulers, measuring tape, and other measuring tools
	1

	LCD projector
	1 - 4

	notebooks—one for each student (for field journals)
	2 - 4

	clipboards
	2

	samples of quality nature field guides (see websites above)
	2

	hand sanitizer
	2 - 4

	toy snake mask
	3 - 4

	corn snake enclosure and materials, thermometer, supply of frozen mice
	2 - 4

	instruments (bass and drums, etc.)
	4

	Case Study 2

	chart paper and markers, colored pencils, pencils 
	1 - 5

	LCD projector
	1 - 5

	index cards 
	1 - 5

	world map
	1

	measuring tape, rulers, yardsticks, and other measuring tools
	1

	very long strips of red paper
	1

	scissors and tape
	1

	photograph of a polar bear, shark, fox, bear, and raccoon
	2

	clipboards
	2

	drawing paper and pencils
	3

	watercolor paper (several pieces per student)
	3

	watercolor pencils
	3

	small paper cups
	3

	large sheets of cardstock in 5 colors (1–2 sets of 5 per student)
	4


Don’t Be S-s-scared: The Truth About Snakes
Fieldwork and Expert Information Sheet 
Fieldwork Sites

1)
Broadmoor Mass Audubon Sanctuary
280 Eliot Street, Natick, MA 01760


http://www.massaudubon.org/Nature_Connection/Sanctuaries/Broadmoor/index.php

Description. Students see live snakes in captivity, as well as explore their natural habitats, including where they hibernate, where they come out of hibernation, and where they sun themselves. Snakes include: eastern milk snake, Honduran milk snake, western hognose, and two northern water snakes.


Expert. Joy Marzolf wrote the internal snake field guide for Mass Audubon and took the photographs. She has worked with snakes for ten years and is a teacher. She gives an informative and highly engaging presentation with live snakes.
Phone: 508.655.2296 ext. 7303
Email: jmarzolf@massaudubon.org

Fee. $7.00 per student/1 chaperone per 10 students free. $5.00/additional chaperones.


Contact: Melissa Hansen, Education Coordinator
Phone: 508.655.2296 ext. 7304
Email: mhansen@massaudubon.org
2)
Herpetology Department
Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University
26 Oxford Street, Cambridge, MA 02138
General Phone: 617.495.2460
General Fax:  617.495.5667

http://www.mcz.harvard.edu/Departments/Herpetology/index.html


Expert Herpetologists. Joseph Martinez and José Rosado

Description. Students can explore the department’s collection of over 90,000 snake species, interview herpetologists, take field notes, make sketches, and learn about animal adaptation. The Herpetology Department does not routinely allow elementary students to view their collection. Make special arrangements with Joseph Martinez and José Rosado.
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